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What are Rail Trails?

Establishing Feasibility of Your Rail Trail

Rail trails are shared use trails constructed along

No government (Federal or State) is likely to

the alignment of disused railways. Once the steel

provide funding for your project without it knowing

track and sleepers are removed, the old track bed is

whether the trail is feasible or not.

graded, gravelled and compacted (and sometimes
sealed) to create a trail for cycling, walking and

Proving whether a trail is feasible involves, amongst

often horse riding.

many matters, assessing the costs of establishing
the trail versus the benefits to be gained by the

Why are they so popular?

community and local businesses.

Rail trails are flat and have good sight lines. They

A trail feasibility study will also examine other

provide motor-vehicle-free walking and cycling

matters:

environment that rail trail users love.
◊ Is there a viable trail route (ie. is a trail route
The corridor is usually situated in a highly scenic

physically possible)?

landscape, full of variety and interest often

◊ What are the costs and the benefits?

with views of farmlands, vineyards, forests and

◊ Would the trail be value for money?

plantations and passing through or close to several

◊ Will the trail provide a quality user experience?

towns and smaller settlements.

◊ Is there a market for the proposed trail?
◊ Are the local government and key stakeholders

One of the major attractions of rail trails is that

supportive of the concept?

the major elements of the railway infrastructure

◊ Is there a supportive community?

remain: the original railway embankment, cuttings,

◊ Is

bridges and culverts, water tank stands, sometimes
turntables, switches, signals and mile posts.

there

a

commitment

to

the

ongoing

maintenance of the trail?
◊ Will the trail provide a unique experience?
◊ Is there a demonstrated benefit to trail users

The railway formation (through cuttings and along

and, especially, the host communities?

embankments) provides a gentle gradient, suitable
for all types of cyclists, walkers, and (in some
locations) horse riders.
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Rail Trail Development Planning

Who We Are

Should the Feasibility Study prove that it makes

Transplan Pty Ltd is a specialist trail planning
consultancy, based in Perth WA but operating in
all states of Australia.

sense to develop the rail trail, the next vital step in
the planning process is to prepare a detailed Trail
Development Plan.
The planning process includes the following tasks:

Rail Trail Feasibility Studies

◊ Consultation with key stakeholders.
◊ Consultation with adjoining landowners.
◊ Traverse

of

the

corridor

(to

prepare

a

detailed works list of such matters as clearing
requirements, fencing and gates, road crossing
treatments, trail surfacing, stock crossings,
signage and trailside

Transplan Pty Ltd has been the lead consultant or
one of the principal contributors to the following
rail trail studies:

furniture, trailheads,

interpretation etc).
◊ Inspection (by experts) of bridges and tunnels
(where they exist).
◊ Preparation of a trail development plan report
detailing all construction requirements (ie. a
‘works list’) and the estimate of probable costs.
The Trail Development Plan will be the construction
blueprint. It will also be a ‘sales pitch’ to funding
agencies, as it will specify how the rail trail will be
constructed and illustrate what it will look like. It
will consider all the matters raised in the Feasibility
Study and provide solutions to all the common
objections raised by adjoining landowners.

◊ Oakbank to Mt Pleasant Rail Trail (South
Australia) (2003)
◊ Port Fairy Dennington Rail Trail (Victoria)
(2004)
◊ Riesling Trail Extension (South Australia)
(2005)
◊ Riverina Highlands Rail Trail (NSW) (2006)
◊ Atherton Tablelands Rail Trail (Yungaburra to
Atherton) (Qld) (2007)
◊ Murrumbidgee Valley Rail Trail (NSW) (2008)
◊ Darkan Williams (limited) Rail Trail (WA)
(2008)
◊ Torbay Elleker Trail (WA) (2008)
◊ Caboolture Wamuran Rail Trail (Qld) (2009)
◊ Beaudesert Bethania Rail Trail (Qld) (2010)
◊ Tiger Rail Trail (Victoria) (2014)
◊ Richmond Vale Rail Trail (NSW) (2014)
Rail Trail Development Plans
◊
◊
◊
◊

Brisbane Valley Rail Trail (Qld) (2008)
Busselton Flinders Bay Rail Trail (WA) (2012)
Atherton Walkamin Rail Trail (Qld) (2013)
Tumbarumba Rosewood Rail Trail (NSW)
(2014)

Many of these rail trail studies have been
undertaken with Mike Halliburton Associates of
Brisbane, Queensland.

